REPRINTED  FROM  THE  1962-1963  DIGEST  OF  CONNECTICUT 
ADMINISTRATIVE  REPORTS  TO  THE  GOVERNOR 

Board  of  Education  of  the  Blind 

H.  KENNETH  McCOLLAM,  Executive  Secretary 
Established — 1893.  Statutory  authority — Chapter  174,  General  Statutes 
Central  Office — 165  Capitol  Avenue,  Hartford 
Average  number  of  full-time  employees — 61 
Expenditures  1962-1963 — Recurring  operating  expenditures,  $794,447; 

Capital  outlay,  $7,094 

Organization  structure — Three  divisions:  Adult  Services,  Business  Adminis- 
tration, Children’s  Services. 


□ □ 

For  the  past  70  years,  the  Board  of  Education  and  Services  for  the  Blind 
has  functioned  under  the  name  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Blind  al- 
though the  services  provided  to  legally  blind  clients  encompassed  broader 
services  than  indicated  in  the  title.  Through  action  of  the  General  Assembly 
the  name  was  officially  changed  to  the  Board  of  Education  and  Services  for 
the  Blind  and  the  title  of  executive  secretary  was  changed  to  that  of  director. 

The  purpose  and  function  of  this  agency  is  to  provide  a variety  of  services 
to  both  children  and  adults  whose  visual  acuity  is  reduced  to  20/200  or  less 
in  the  better  eye  with  best  correction,  or  where  the  central  vision  may  be 
greater  than  20/200  but  with  accompanying  restriction  of  the  field  of  vision  to 
20  degrees  or  less  at  the  widest  diameter. 

During  the  year  the  agency  has  been  in  process  of  converting  the  register 
from  a manual  card  system  to  a punch  card  processing  system  under  provisions 
of  a grant  of  $5,150  from  the  National  Institute  of  Neurological  Diseases  and 
Blindness.  There  are  presently  3,400  legally  blind  persons  registered. 

The  past  year  the  agency  increased  its  activity  in  providing  information  to 
the  public  on  blindness  and  services  of  the  agency  through  a number  of 
lectures  to  hospital  nursing  staff  and  trainees,  with  particular  emphasis  on 
ways  and  methods  of  working  with  blind  patients  in  a hospital  setting. 

The  staff  personnel  improved  its  professional  capacity  the  past  year  through 
participation  in  in-service  training  courses  available  through  various  sources. 
Five  additional  positions  were  requested  of  the  1963  General  Assembly  but 
only  one  educational  consultant  was  approved.  This  leaves  shortage  in  staff 
personnel  that  will  seriously  hamper  any  expansion  of  services  to  clients,  and 
may  cause  some  curtailment  of  services. 

Children’s  Services 

The  Division  of  Children’s  Services  is  designed  to  provide  statewide  in- 
structional, consultative,  and  eye  health  services  to  visually  handicapped 
children  within  statutory  limitation.  Its  specific  function  includes  the  regis- 


tration  of  legally  blind  children  from  birth  through  high  sciiool  years,  finding 
and  assisting  in  the  establishment  of  appropriate  programs  and  facilities,  main- 
taining a resource  center  for  special  materials  and  equipment,  and  providing 
counseling  to  parents.  In  its  broader  aspects,  this  unit  is  delegated  the  author- 
ity to  administer  the  federal  quota  for  public  school  programs,  establish  pro- 
cedures for  state  services  to  children,  encourage  and  assist  volunteer  effort  in 
producing  textbooks  in  special  form,  and  provide  state  leadership  in  the 
education  of  visually  handicapped  children. 

Since  1957,  the  number  of  public  school-age  blind  children  has  more  than 
doubled,  while  area  programs  have  increased  from  three  local  districts,  to  13 
regions  covering  35  towns.  Full-time  local  teachers  of  blind  children  increased 
from  three  to  18  so  that  approximately  three-fifths  of  the  blind  students  re- 
ceive their  special  education  through  locally  sponsored  programs,  primarily 
supported  through  state  aid. 

Residential  schools  and  other  specialized  facilities  have  provided  for  some 
1,50  children,  a number  of  whom  are  additionally  handicapped.  Although 
the  state  has  recognized  the  extreme  seriousness  of  the  handicapped-blind 
child  by  providing  additional  funds  for  special  services,  there  are  inadequate 
facilities  either  within  or  without  the  state  for  such  training. 

Beginning  with  a small  number  of  individual  volunteers,  this  Division,  in 
cooperation  with  the  communities,  has  helped  to  organize  the  Connecticut 
Braille  Association-a  state-wide  group  of  certified  braillists  and  large  print 
typists  who  produce  textbooks  for  blind  and  partially  seeing  children  on  an 
individual  need  basis.  In  the  last  four  years,  this  organization  lias  produced 
1,626  volumes  of  hand-transcribed  braille  textbooks,  plus  a number  of  large 
print  titles.  Connecticut  is  the  only  state  for  which  Recording  for  the  Blind, 
a national  volunteer  agency,  records  elementary  and  high  school  textbooks  for 
children’s  specific  requirements.  During  the  last  three  years,  some  450  school 
books  have  been  recorded  for  the  local  programs.  This  year,  the  Connecticut 
Prison  in  Wethersfield  has  become  a volunteer  participant  through  its  large 
print  typing  service. 

Adult  Services 

In  the  Adult  Service  Division  a variety  of  services  is  provided  to  blind 
adults  of  the  state.  The  Vocational  Rehabilitation  Section  works  under  a 
federal-state  program,  providing  rehabilitation  services  to  the  blind  individual 
16  years  of  age  and  over.  These  services  are  based  on  the  individual  needs 
of  a client  and  are  as  follows:  medical  diagnosis,  physical  restoration,  in- 
dividual counseling  and  guidance,  training,  maintenance  and  transportation 
while  in  training,  tools  and  equipment,  placement  in  a suitable  job. 

Four  rehabilitation  counselors  serve  the  various  geographical  areas  of  the 
state  and  the  services  of  an  ophthalmologist  and  medical  doctor  are  utilized 
on  a part-time  basis. 

During  the  year,  a total  of  202  blind  clients  wrere  served  under  the  program; 
99  were  enrolled  in  various  types  of  training  and,  of  these,  11  clients  were  sent 
to  rehabilitation  centers  for  vocational  evaluation,  personal  adjustment,  or 
pre-vocational  training;  26  clients  were  attending  colleges  throughout  Con- 
necticut and  adjacent  states;  42  clients  were  rehabilitated  and  placed  in  gain- 
ful employment;  131  individuals  in  referred  status  were  processed  and,  of  these 
69  were  accepted  for  rehabilitation  services.  The  total  cost  of  the  rehabilita- 
tion program  for  the  fiscal  year  was  approximately  $150,000  of  which  $76,000 
was  from  federal  funds. 


A registry  kept  by  this  section  indicates  that  there  are  606  blind  persons 
employed  throughout  the  state.  Of  these,  162  are  working  in  industry  and 
444  in  non-industrial  occupations. 

In-service  training  in  case  recording  is  planned  in  the  near  future.  Plans 
for  the  coming  fiscal  year  call  for  one  additional  counselor  to  work  primarily 
with  secondary  and  college  level  students  being  trained  for  professional  activity'. 

A source  of  employment  being  developed  for  blind  persons  is  that  of 
vending  stands  and  snack  bar  enterprises.  In  addition  to  the  31  stands  al- 
ready in  operation,  the  agency  established  a blind  person  as  operator-manager 
of  the  cafeteria  in  the  Motor  Vehicle  building  in  Wethersfield.  As  soon  as 
space  is  available,  a vending  stand  will  also  be  opened  at  this  location.  A 
vending  stand  employing  two  blind  persons  was  installed  in  the  new  federal 
building,  Hartford,  and  began  operation  in  July,  1963.  The  gross  business 
done  by  the  stand  operators  during  the  year  amounted  to  $662,033  resulting 
in  an  average  income  of  $4,404. 

In  the  field  of  home  teaching,  the  agency  provides  six  trained  blind  home 
teachers  to  visit  the  homes  of  shut-in  blind  persons  and  to  bring  them  instruc- 
tional services  in  handicrafts  and  skills  which  will  enable  them  to  meet  the 
needs  of  everyday'  living.  The  home  teachers  assist  the  blind  person  in  ad- 
justment to  blindness  and  provides  basic  training  in  mobility  within  the  home 
surroundings.  Training  in  braille  and  typing  is  provided  where  this  type  of 
instruction  is  needed.  During  the  past  year  82  new  clients  were  served  and 
a variety  of  instruction  was  provided,  including  braille  and  script  writing, 
hand  and  machine  sewing,  knitting  and  crocheting,  and  home-making  training. 
A total  of  370  persons  were  served  by  the  home  teachers.  Many  of  them 
served  were  materially  assisted  in  making  social  and  recreational  contacts  in 
their  communities  as  a means  of  restoring  these  individuals  to  a normal  ex- 
istence. 

The  Industries  and  Sales  Section  conducts  a state-wide  work  and  sales 
program  to  meet  the  needs  of  homebound  blind  residents  of  all  ages.  Many 
are  homebound  because  of  geographic  locations;  others  because  they  cannot 
meet  the  demands  of  competitive  employment  or  lack  the  basic  skills  required 
in  today’s  labor  market.  The  majority  are  past  60  years  of  age.  However 
they  desire  and  need  limited  work  experience  provided  by  this  program. 

Training  for  this  program  is  provided  by  a professional  staff  of  home 
teachers  and  rehabilitation  specialists.  Materials  are  prepared  for  fabrication 
and  distributed  by  station  wagon  and  parcel  post  mail  at  no  charge  to  the 
individual.  Earnings  vary  from  client  to  client  depending  on  motivation  and 
skill.  Many  are  dependent  on  these  earnings  for  their  sole  support;  others  to 
supplement  pensions,  savings  and  welfare  payments.  More  than  200  clients 
participated  in  this  program  during  the  year. 

Quality  merchandise  of  the  household  and  gift  variety  are  sold  at  exhibit 
sales  in  public  buildings  and  commercial  establishments.  In  two  counties, 
Fairfield  and  New  Haven,  experienced  door-to-door  salesmen  sell  directly  to 
the  consumer. 

Sales  of  $84,355  and  earnings  of  $27,909  were  substantially  higher  than 
last  year. 

The  agency  had  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  two  social  workers, 
but  for  the  past  four  months  has  been  operating  with  one  worker.  The  func- 
tion of  the  social  worker  is  to  assist  the  blind  individual  in  solving  his  social 
and  economic  problems  and  to  provide  him  with  financial  assistance  when 
he  is  not  eligible  to  receive  this  from  other  agencies.  He  is  also  provided 


with  referral  services  to  local  organizations  or  private  agencies  for  intensive 
ease  work.  The  applicant  for  service  is  encouraged  to  be  self-directed  and 

to  use  his  own  resources  whenever  possible. 

The  two  social  case  workers  have  given  supportive  counseling  to  -83 
person*  Z yZ,  traveling  over  15,400  miles,  and  making  159  vrsrts  to  new 
applicants  for  service,  124  follow-up  and  50  collateral  visits. 

Under  the  prevention  of  blindness  program,  arrangements  were  made  for 
medical  eve  care  of  persons  ineligible  for  assistance  from  the  Welfare  De- 
partment.' Financial  assistance  has  been  granted  to  72  persons;  54  of  these 
received  medical  assistance  for  clinic  visits,  eye  examinations,  new  glasses 
and  in  three  instances,  eye  surgery.  The  remaining  15  received  assistance 

for  miscellaneous  needs.  , , • i j 

Mobility  training  through  the  use  of  the  long  cane  has  been  Prided 

for  77  clients  during  the  year  by  one  instructor,  lhe  agency  guested  fund 
for  the  employment  of  a second  instructor  to  meet  the  demands  for  this  type 
of  training  but  this  item  was  not  approved  by  the  General  Assembly.  To 
adequately  train  a person  in  the  use  of  a cane  so  that  he  may  travel  safely, 
a program  from  16  to  20  weeks  of  instruction  is  required.  The  instructor  is 
able  to  serve  about  20  clients  currently  and  at  the  present  time  there  is  a 
substantial  waiting  list  of  blind  persons  needing  mobility  training.  In  many 
instances  the  training  is  a prerequisite  to  employment  and  the  lack  of  training 
tends  to  prolong  the  time  when  clients  may  have  to  be  carried  on  assistance 

^Progress  is  being  rapidly  made  in  providing  blind  readers  with  the  new 
two-speed  talking  book  machine  made  available  by  the  Library  of  Congress. 
\t  the  present  time  there  are  1,196  talking  book  machines  loaned  to  readers. 
Of  this  number  all  but  400  are  now  the  new  two-speed  machines.  Ialkmg 
book  records  are  made  available  from  the  New  York  Library  for  the  Blind 
to  the  readers  without  cost,  while  the  agency  is  assessed  a nominal  charge  for 
the  service.  The  Telephone  Pioneers  of  Connecticut  contribute  services  on  a 
voluntary  basis  for  repairs  and  maintenance  of  talking  book  machines  in  the 
Hartford  and  Fairfield  County  areas  of  the  state. 

Summer  vacations  were  made  available  to  54  adults  at  Ilarkness  Memorial 
Park  through  cooperation  with  the  Connecticut  Institute  for  the  Blind. 
Additional  camp  opportunities  were  provided  to  several  other  adults  and 

children.  . 

Again  this  year,  through  the  generosity  of  the  Delta  Gamma  Alumnae  of 
Fairfield  County,  white  canes  were  provided  all  blind  clients  requesting  them; 
radios  were  provided  by  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  braille 
watches  by  a Texas  jewelry  company.  Other  contributions  were  received 
from  Delta  Gamma  of  Hamden  for  camping  and  other  special  services  for 
children.  Additional  contributions  were  made  for  special  services  to  needy 
blind  that  could  not  be  met  through  agency  funds. 


